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SUBJECT: ROMANIAN ANTI-REE CAMPAIGN 

REF: (A) BUCHAREST 1851; (B) BUCHAREST 3200 

1. SUMMARY. ROMANIA'S ANTI-REE MEDIA CAMPAIGN HAS HEATED 
UP SOMEWHAT SINCE BEGINNING OP JUNE AFTER THREE MONTHS OP 
RELATIVE CALM. END SUMMARY. 

2. ROMANIA'S MEDIA CAMPAIGN AGAINST REE, HAVING TAPERED OPF 
BY MARCH 1976 (REPTEL A), IS AGAIN ON THE RISE WITH APPEAR- 
ANCE OP POUR ARTICLES IN SAPTAMINA SINCE JUNE 2-4 CULTURAL 
CONGRESS. CONTEMPORANUL (APRIL 30) ALSO PEATURED ARTICLE 
BY GEORGE-RADU CHIROVICI WHICH CRITICIZED ROMANIANS 
WORKING POR REE WHO BECOME SLAVES TO MONEY WHILE 
CALUMNIZING ROMANIA AS A NATION OF SLAVES. SAME ISSUE 
CONTAINED POEM BY VASILE NICOLESCU ENTITLED "SLANDERERS 
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BY NAME, REFERS TO "CENTURIONS OF HATE" WHO SPEAK 
WITH "SUPPLE LIES" AND "PUTRIFYING WORDS." RENEWED 
PUBLIC ATTENTION TO REE WAS SIGNALED BY ATTACKS OF 
WRITER-EDITOR EUGEN BARBU (SAPTAMINA, MAY 21) AND 
CEAUSESCU HIMSELF IN OPENING CULTURAL CONGRESS SPEECH 
AGAINST DEFECTING WRITER PETRU POPESCU. CEAUSESCU'S 
SPEECH ALSO COUNTERATTACKED AGAINST FOREIGN MEDIA 
CRITICISM OF ROMANIA (BUCHAREST 3200). 

3. UNLIKE EARLIER PHASE OF CAMPAIGN, WHICH WAS MORE 
WIDESPREAD, CURRENT CRITICISM SEEMS LIMITED TO ALMOST 
WEEKLY ARTICLES BY SAPTAMINA'S BARBU, A SPECIALIST IN 
CHARACTER ASSASSINATION, WHO HAS ATTACKED RFE COMMENTATOR 
EMIL GEORGESCU (JUNE 18), AND ROMANIAN SERVICE DIRECTOR 
NOEL BERNARD (JUNE 25 AND JULY 9). SEIZING ON BERNARD'S 
IRRITATION AT PCR'S MONOPOLIZATION OF ROMANIAN HISTORY, 

JUNE 25 ARTICLE POSTULATES INTRIGUING POSSIBILITY THAT 
BERNARD, WHO LEFT ROMANIA AS CHILD, IS IN REALITY OF 

SWISS, FRENCH, OR EVEN ILLYRIAN EXTRACTION. NOR DOES 
BERNARD'S JEWISH BACKGROUND ESCAPE BARBU, WHO 
AT ONE POINT DELIBERATELY MISSPELLED ROMANIAN WORD FOR 
SHEPHERD TO CONFORM TO JEWISH PRONUNCIATION OF WORD AND 
MADE REFERENCE TO BERNARD'S FEELING AT HOME IN PIATRA 
NEAMT, FORMER JEWISH POPULATION CENTER IN MOLDAVIA. 

4. BARBU'S JULY 9 ARTICLE INTRODUCES NEW APPROACH, WITH 
BARBU PRINTING WITHOUT COMMENT PURPORTED "LETTER FROM A 
STATION EDITOR OF RADIO FREE EUROPE". VITRIOLICALLY- WORDED 
ARTICLE TERMS RFE AS "FACTORY OF LIES" AND ACCUSES BERNARD 
OF IGNORANCE ABOUT ROMANIA AND HIGH-HANDED TREATMENT OF 
RFE STAFFERS. CITED ARE FEUDS WITH FORMER RFE ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR CIORANESCU AND STATION EDITOR POPPER. LETTER 
ALSO ACCUSES BERNARD'S "ASSISTANT " MAX BANUS OF DOCTORING 
LISTENER LETTERS TO ENHANCE BERNARD'S POPULAR IMAGE. LETTER 
IS PRESUMABLY NOTHING BUT CRUDE FABRICATION, BUT BARBU PROM- 
ISES READERS THAT MORE OF SAME WILL BE PRINTED AS THEY 

ARE RECEIVED. 
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